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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FREEDOM AND CONTROVERSY VISIT THE LIBRARY
McCormick Freedom Project Exhibit Explores First Amendment Issues
 Impacting Libraries

{Insert City, Insert Date, 2009} — To most people, the public library evokes images of quiet halls, mountains of books and studious librarians. But libraries can also be the setting for raucous controversy, especially relating to freedom of speech and the First Amendment. Libraries and the First Amendment, a new exhibit at the {insert library’s name} provided by the Chicago-based McCormick Freedom Project, explores the library’s role in enabling and protecting First Amendment freedoms.

Libraries provide access to information about countless subjects to widely diverse audiences, making occasional controversy almost inevitable. Heated confrontations may occur when public libraries provide information about controversial subjects, allow access to potentially objectionable information, or permit polarizing groups to use their facilities for meetings.
This exhibit, which opens at the {insert library’s name} on {insert opening date}, gets to the bottom of these issues by examining timeless and relevant topics that speak to all Americans. Designed by the McCormick Freedom Project, the interactive exhibit examines themes of censorship, access to information, protecting youth and granting meeting space to controversial groups. 
{Sample Quotes for Host Library Spokesperson: If desired, choose from one of the below quotes or feel free to create your own quote.}
“The {insert library’s name} is always looking for new ways to bring value to our patrons and the community.  Our partnership with the Freedom Project to bring the Libraries and the First Amendment exhibit here is one more way to engage our visitors in a broader American dialogue.”
“The opportunity to bring Libraries and the First Amendment to {insert library’s name} was exciting because libraries have a well-deserved reputation for being essential settings in the protection of our First Amendment freedoms.”
In addition to the main exhibit at the {insert library’s name}, a companion Web exhibit www.FreedomInLibraries.org invites online viewers to explore specific controversies, vote on key issues and add their voice to a larger, national discussion.
“Libraries and the First Amendment illustrates the importance and relevance of the First Amendment in our daily lives,” said Nathan Richie, director of exhibits and programs, McCormick Freedom Project. “This exhibit was designed to spark discussions on the role libraries play in our communities and the impact they have on our freedoms.”
To inquire about becoming a library partner, send an email to Libraries@FreedomProject.US. 
About the McCormick Freedom Program 
The McCormick Freedom Program inspires generations to understand, value and protect freedom. Through extensive outreach initiatives citizens gain a greater understanding of the struggle for freedom in the United States and the role the First Amendment plays in society. The McCormick Freedom Project is part of the McCormick Foundation, which also includes the Robert R. McCormick Museum, Cantigny Park and Golf, the Cantigny First Division Foundation and five grant making programs. To learn more about the Freedom Project’s outreach program visit FreedomProject.US. A focus on children, communities and country unites the Foundation and its many parts and keeps us true to our mission of advancing the ideals of a free and democratic society. To learn more visit McCormickFoundation.org.
{Insert Host Library’s Boilerplate}

.
###









PAGE  

